
Don’t lose your way – only 9 years to go now. We need 
help! 

A huge amount of work is being done by a few experts to claim unrecorded Rights of Way, 
but they cannot manage the task of applying for all the historic routes in our Area before 
the deadline of 31/12/2025. We need to scale up our effort. We are setting up a team to 
help coordinate the work of examining archive material for lost ways. We need people with 
a variety of different skills and interests to help us. It involves: 

 Historical research in various archives 
 Map reading: comparing old maps 
 Photography: of archives and of locations 
 Industrial archaeology: researching records of railways and canals 
 Applications for Definitive Map Modification Orders 
 Knowledge of footpaths in a local area 
 IT skills in data storage and access 
 Coordination with other interest groups 

If you have any of these skills or interests, you could help us. Even interviewing people with 
memories of using paths that are long gone could help us unearth unrecorded ways. We will 
be working with other organisations, so there is no requirement to be a Ramblers member 
to get involved. If you know a person or organisation that may be interested, please pass on 
this information to them and ask them to get in touch. 
  
A number of Ramblers Areas have already set up such teams. They have found that it 
quickly becomes addictive – and is fun! There will be small tasks as well as large tasks to do, 
and a lot of it can be done at home with the help of a computer, so however much time you 
have to spare you will be able to help. 
  
Email HNMdontloseyourway@outlook.com for more information. Please let us know what 
your particular interests are and how you would be able to contribute. And to those of you 
who are already researching unrecorded ways, please tell us what routes you are working 
on to avoid duplication. 


